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_— “x T is no fmall Pleafure to me, who am zealous 

0 i a | in the Interefts of Learning, to think I may have 

ba “© new and uncommon Road of Criticifm. As 
ae that. kind of Literature is at prefent. carried on, it 


and is  . confifts only in a Knowledge of Mechanick Roles, 
for. the “which contribute tq the Strs@ure of different forts 
of Poetry, as the Receits of good Houfwives do to . 
toge- [the making Puddings of Fiower, Oranges, Plumbs, 
dathattl or any other Ingredients, It would, methinks, 
incedtor @ . make thefe my Inftro€ions more aay intelligible . 
. ‘to ordinar¥ Readers, if 1 difcourfed of thefe Matters: 
Cato: ip the Stile in which Ladies Learned in OEcono- 
ant’ WM‘ micks diSate to their Pupils for the Improvement 
rR of the Kitchin and Larder. 
land for I fhalt begin with Epick Poetry, becaufe the Cri- 
me ticks agree it is the greateft Work Human Nature 
rice 6d. is capable of. 1 know the Freuch have already laid 
; ‘down ‘many Mechanical Rules for Compoiitions of 
. this Sort, but at che fame time they cut off almoft 
doyd’s all Ondertakers from the Poffibility of ever perform- 
a Bowe 4 ing them; for the firft Qualification they unani- 
‘Obrion, | Moufly require ‘in a Foet, is a Genius, 1 thall here 
tire pare endeavour (for the Benefit of my Countrymen) to 
whos make it manif-ft, that Epick Poems may be made 
ni tafted without.a Genius, nay without Learning or much 
time of Reading. This malt neceffarily be of great Ufe-to 
“lene is all thofe Poets who confefs they never Read; and 
*. of whom the World is convinced they never Learn. 
Wine What Moliere obferves*of making a Dinner, that 
eaten ds any Man can do it with Muny, and if a profelt 
urage 8 Cook cannot without, he has his Art for nothing ; 
~ dee the fame may be faid of making a Poem, ’tis eafily - 
n or Re- bronght about by ‘him that 4as a Genius, but the 
ch Wine> Skill lies in doing it without one.’ In purfuance of 
ooo this End, I thal prefent the Reader with a plain and 


certain Recipe, by which even Sonneteers and Ladies 
, ~ be qualified for this grand Performance. 

know it will be objeéted, that one of the chief 
Qualifications of an Epick Poet, is to be knowing 

in all Arts and Sciences. But this ought not to 
difcourage thofe that have no Learning, as long as 
Indexes and DiGtionaries may be had, which arethe 
Compéndium of all Knowledge. Befides, fince it 
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is an eftablifhed Rule, that none of the Terms of 
thofe Arts and Sciences are to be made ufe of, one 
may Venture. to -affirm, our Poet cannot imperti- 
nently offend in this Point. The Learning which 
will be more particularly neceflary to him, is the 
ancient Geography. of Towns, Mountains, and Ri- 
vers: For this let him take‘Ciaverixs, Value Four- 
pencé. “ he ak eae od 

Another Quality required isa complest Skill in 
Languages. Oe i anfwer, that it is notorious 
Perfons of no Gepins have been oftentimes great 
Lipguifts. To inftancein.theGreek, of which there 
are two Sorts ; the Ogiginal Greek, and that from 


_ which our Modern. Authors tranflate. I thould be 
. unwilling to promife I 


flibilities, but modeftly 
fpeaking, this may be learned in about an Hour’s 
time with Eafe. I have known one, who became 
a fudden Profeffor of Greek, immediately upon Ap- 
plication of the Left-hand Page of the Cambridge 
Homer to his Eye. '\t is, in thefe Days, with Au- 
thors as with other Men, the well bred are famili- 
arly acquainted with them at firft Sight; and as it 
is {ufficient fora good General to have furvey’dthe 
Ground he is to conquer, fo it is enough for a 
good Poet to have feew the Author he is to be Ma- 
fter of. But to proceed tothe Purpofe of this Paper. 


A Receit to make an Epick Poem. 


. ) For the Fable. 


Take out of anyold Poem, Hiftory-books, Romance, 
or Legend, (for inftance Geftty of Monmouth or 
Don Belianis of Greece} thofe Parts of Story which 
afford moft. Scope for long Defcriptions: Pus shefe 
Pieces togetber, aud throw all the. Adventures you 
fancy into one Tale, Then take a Hero, whom you 
may chufe for the Sound of bis Name, and put him 
into the midft of thefe Adventures: There ‘let him 
work, for zwelve Books; at the end of which you may 
take him out, ready prepared to conquer ur to marry ; 
it being neceffary that the Conclufion of an Epick Poem 

be fortunate. : 
To 





: 
To make an Epifode. Take any remaining Ad- 
venture of your former ColléGion, in which you could 
no way involve your Hero; or any unfortunate Acct 
dent that was too good to be thrown away; and it 
will be of Ufe, aghed to any other Perfon, who may 
be + oe evaporate in the Courfe of the Work, with- 
out the leaft Damage to the Compoj:téon. 
’ For the Moral and Allegory. Thefe you may Ex- 
trad out of the Fable afterwards at your Leifure: Be 
Sure you firain them fufficiently. 


For the Manners. 


thofe of the Hero, take all the beft Qualities 

es paid all the beft celebrated Heroes of Anti- 

* "quity 5 tf they will mot be reduced to a Cunfiftency, lay 
em all on a beap him. But be fure they are 
Quglisies which your Patron, would be shought to bave ; 
axd to prevent any Miftake which the U orld may be 
Subje& to, fele& from the Alpbabet thofe Capital Let- 


ters that compafe bis Name, and fet them atthe Head . 


of @ Dedication before your Poz:m. However, do 
wot abfolutely obferve the exact Quantity of thefe Vir- 
tues, it not being determined whether or wo it 
be neceffary for the Hero of a Poem to be an boneft 
Man —— For. the Under-CharaGters, gather them from 
— and Virgil, amd Change the Be as Occafion 
erves. : : . 


For the Machines. 

Take of Deities, Male and Female, as many as you 
can ufe. Separate theminto twoequal parts, and keep 
Jopiter in the middle. Let Juno put him in a Fer- 
ment, and Venus mollifiebim. Remember onall Oc- 
fions to make ufe of Volatile Mercury. If you have 
weed of Devils, draw them ont of Milton’s Paradife, 
ond extrac your Spirits from T allo. The Ufe of shefe 
Machines is. pox ent ; for fice ua Epick Poem can 
pofitly Subfifi without them, the wife/t way isto referve 
shem for your greateft Neceffities. When you cannot 
extricate your Hero by any Hluman Means, or your 
Self by your own Wit, feek Relief from Heaven, and 
the Gods will do your Bufinefs veryreadily, This is 
accurding to the direct Prefeription of Horace in bis 
Art of Poetry. 


Nec Deus interfit, nii digaus vindice Nodus 
inciderit — i” aes 
‘Toat is to'fay, a Poet foould never call upon the 
(rods for theie Affittance, but when he is in great 
Perplexity.  - 


For the Defcriptions. 

Fora Tempett. Take Euros, Zephyr, Aufter and 
Boreas, and _caft them together in one Verfe. Add 
to thefe of Rain, Lightning, and of Thunder (the 
— ow can) quantum fafficit. A4ix your Clouds 
and ‘hows well together sill shey foam, and thicken 
your Defeription bere and there with a Quickfand. 
Brew your Tempeft well in your Bead, before you fet 
it a blowing. 


. Works. 


1 
For aBattel. Pick a large quantity of py may ! 
ce or 


pr 


Deferiptions from Homer's Ihads, with a 


swo of Virgil, and if there remain any Overpins, yor © 
may lay them by for a Skicmith.” Seafor c¢ well with 


Similed, and is will makean Excetient Battcl. : 

For a Borning Town, ff fuch « Defeription be 
neceffary, becaufe it is certain there is one in Virgil, 
Old Troy is ready burnt to your Flands, But if you 
fear That would be thonghs borcowed, «4 Chapter or 
two of the Theory of sbe Conflagration, weél cir. 


cumfianced, and done into Verfe, will be a good Sucs - 


cedaneum. 
As for Similes and.Metaphors, they may be found 


‘all over the Creation, ‘the moft ignorant may gather 


them, but she danger is in applying them. . For shis 
advife with your Bookfeller. _ 4 : 


For the Language. 


(1 mean the Di@iion). Here i¢ will do well to be an 
Imitator of Milton, for you'll find st eafier to imitate 
him in this than any thing elfe. Hebraifins and 
Grecilms are to be found in bim, without the trouble 
of Learning the Languages. I knew a Painter, who 
(like our Poet) bad no Genius, make bis Dawbings be 
thought Originals by Jetting them in the Smoak : You 
may in the fame manner ‘give'the venerable Air. of 
Antiquity to your Piece, by darkening it up and down 
with Old Englith. With shis you may be éafily fur- 
nifbed upon any Occafion, by the Dictionary commonly 
Hrinted at the end of Chaucer, j ; 


I muft not conclude, without cautioning all Wr. 
ters without Genius in one material Point; which 
is, never to beafraid of having too mugh Fire in their 
1 thould advife rather totake their warm- 
eft Thoughts, and {pread them abroad upon Paper; 
for they are obferved to cool before they are read. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


‘To be Lett, 


A Honfe in very good Repair, pleafantly fituated, 
near Windf.r, complearly Furnifhed, with all Manrer of Houtheld 
Gods, fit for a Perfon of Quality of 2 fmall Family, cr any Gentle. 
mai. Ev: quire at Mr. Jeckfon's at the black Swan Tavern in Bar- 
tholomew Lane near the Royal-Exchange. -’ 

Jui Pndlih'd, 

The Indi&ment, Arraignment and Judgment. at 
large ul 29 Reg:cides; the Murdegers of King Charle: 1. with aSum- 
mary of inedork and horrid Decrees of thofe Caballifts, preparacry 

.to that hellith Fa&;- to which is added, their Speectes, with 9 Preface 
giving an Account of the Rife and Progr: fs ot En:hufiafm amorg 
us, and orher Parts of Europe; with Chaza&ters and Antwers to the. 
Tenere of che {iveral Perfons executed 5 alfo an Index to the whole, 
in 8vo, pr. $8. Printed for J. Walthce, M.Wouon, G, Conyers, J: 
Nicholf' o, J. Sprint, D. Midwinter, T. Ballard, B. Cowfe, and W. 
Innis, and Sold by J. Morphew near Statiorer’s Hall. Where may be 
had all Sir @. Mackenzie's Moral Rlays, Boccace’s 100 N« vels, “Mot 
taigae’s Effsys, g Vols, Scarron’s* Comicel Works, allin8yv. 

Publithed, 


A fine Frontifpiece to ftich or bind up with Cato, 
@ Tregedy, Written by Mr. Addifon, price gd. A Cullcion of 
Speeches, Prefaces, Letcers, Sec. By Gilbert, Lord Bifhop of Se 
rum. .To which is added his Citation eo anfwir in Scotland for 
High Treafon, pricere. 6d. TheL‘ves of the Duke of Marlborough 
ani Prince Eugene, with both their Réigies, price qs, More Me 
moirs, or the Pretender whit he really 8 to be, Sc. priced 
Sold by J. Baker in Pater nofter Row. 
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